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SCHOOL 

NEWS
Welcome to 2020 

Term 2 Newsletter
Word from our Principal

Issue No 2

Semester 1 has finished and we all look back on the crazy year we have had so far, wondering when it will end. 
Coming off our worst fire season, to flooding to COVID-19. One thing I have learned about our community, our 
students, staff and parents is that we are indeed a resilient bunch. I thank you all again for your support, praise 
and positivity whilst being faced with continuous adversity. We have all learned a lot.

Many activities and excursions have unfortunately been cancelled, but have been done so with our students 
and staff’s health and safety at the forefront of our thinking. We have allowed Spirit Day to happen on the 3rd 
July, as a reward to students and a nice way to end the term. The SRC were so enthusiastic to have this run, 
that it was difficult to say no. I am sure our THS spirit will shine through on the day and encourage all students 
to dress in their house colours and come along to participate.

Next term will hopefully see the return of our basketball courts and the completion of the maintenance/
improvements works which have occurred over the past 7 months. The improvements to the school are 
certainly wonderful.
 
I would take this opportunity also to thank students for observing our new hand hygiene practices and 
following any changes to routine, such as split recesses and lunchtimes. 

We have farewelled our Exchange Student Giorgia, who returns to Brazil. Giorgia was a very much loved 
member of Year 12 and always had a beaming smile on her face. She will be missed.

I wish you all a happy, safe and restful holiday break.

Allison Alliston

Executive Principal
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STUDENT UPDATE DETAILS

Dear Parents/Carers/Guardians

To keep our records up to date could you please complete the slip below and return it to the school 
as soon as possible.

Student Name: _______________________________________________ Year: ________________

Residential Address: ________________________________________________________________

Postal Address: ____________________________________________________________________

Name of other students at THS: (Living at the same address)

__________________________________________________________________________________

1. Parent/Carers/Guardian: ___________________________________________________________

Phone Numbers: H. ____________________________ M. __________________________________

2. Parent/Carers/Guardian: ___________________________________________________________

Phone Numbers: H. ____________________________ M. __________________________________

Family Email:  ______________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contacts:

Name: __________________________________Phone:____________________________________

Name: __________________________________Phone:____________________________________

Name: __________________________________Phone:____________________________________

Authority to publish photos:  YES / NO

Parent/Carer/Guardian 1 Signature: __________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent/Carer/Guardian 2 Signature: __________________________________ Date:  ____________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Office use Only:  Updated:   Date:

NESA updated Yr 10,11,12 :   Yes / No

Thank you to all parents/carers for updating details during the Covid-19 isolation.  If you did not get a chance to do it 
and did not receive either an SMS or email during this time, it means we either don’t have your recent details.  Please 
complete this form or ring the school on 6552 1166.
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INFORMATION ON SCHOOL FEES
May 2020

Dear Parent/Guardian

Due to Covid 19 all 50 hour course fees for Semester 1 2020 have been cancelled. 100 hour (full year courses) have 
had the course fees adjusted as follows: Yr 12 to pay ¼ of total fee, Yr 11 to pay 1/3 of total fee, Yr 10 to pay ½ 
of total fee. If you have already paid fees for 2020 courses, these payments have been credited to your students 
account & will show as an unallocated credit on the Statement of Account.

You will be aware that Taree High School provides opportunities for students to study subjects with practical 
components that often require the use of special equipment and materials. The school seeks your support in 
contributing to the cost of these materials used and consumed by students studying the courses of their choice. 
These payments allow the school to provide additional benefits to students. Note that students may not be permitted 
to study a course if they have not paid the contributions required for courses studied previously in that subject 
area. For some courses the items that students have made cannot be taken home until these subject contributions 
have been paid. Any student who wishes to participate in a non compulsory excursion/camp will not be permitted to 
attend unless all subject contributions are paid or regular part payments are being made.

Should you have difficulty making these payments for subject materials, please contact the Principal.

The yearly general school contribution for 2020 has been set at $40.00. The school welcomes your contribution 
as this will significantly enhance the resources made available to students. If your statement has an unallocated 
credit showing this can be put towards your fees owing. Please phone the Office to arrange this.

Payments can be made using the Parent Online Payments (POP) system by accessing the schools website 
www.taree-h.schools.nsw.edu.au.  The ‘Make a Payment’ link can be found on the ribbon on the school’s 
website. By selecting this link you will be taken to a secure Westpac payment page. Payments can still be made 
in person at the office using cash, cheque or EFTPOS, or a credit card payment over the phone.

If you have any concerns about the details of this letter please contact the Principal.

Thanking you in anticipation of your support.

Allison Alliston        Raylene Starke                   Nigel Reece                   

Executive Principal                      Deputy Principal        Deputy Principal             
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR TERM 3
Staff Development Day Monday 20th July

Term 3 Resumes Tuesday 21st July
Year 10 Immunisation Thursday 23rd July

Year 11 and 12 Parent Teacher Interviews Tuesday 28th July

Year 11 Aussie Bush Camp Thursday 30th July
School Photos - Year 12, SRC and Staff Monday 10th August 

HSC Trials Monday 17th - Friday 28th August
Year 10 Valid (Science Test) Monday 31st August - Friday 11th September

Year 7 - 10 Parent Teacher Interviews Tuesday 8th September
Year 7 Immunisation Thursday 10th September

Year 12 Presentation Night Wednesday 23rd September
Last Day of Term 3 Friday 25th September

TERM 3 REPORT INFORMATION
Year 7 - 10 Students will receive a modified Semester One Report early in Term 3 based on their work 
before, during and after the remote learning period.  
You may view your childs previous reports through the Millennium Parent Portal (please see next 
page how to access previous Reports).

CANTEEN NEWS
• Loyalty Card available when ordering lunch meals. Don’t forget to use it, 11th meal is FREE. 

• Gluten free available 

• Check blackboard for specials. 

• Lunch orders taken at breakfast time 8.30-9.00am. 

Volunteers are always welcome: Please contact Tracey on 0476 491 450 if you would like to give a hand. 
SEE PAGE 6 FOR THE FULL MEANU

SOME WINTER SPECIALS ARE 
DIFFERENT FLAVOURED SOUPNEW TO THE SPECIALS MENU IS SUSHI 
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MILLENNIUM PARENT PORTAL HOW TO GUIDE
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EXCHANGE STUDENT 
GIORGIA MOTANGNANA 

Today Wednesday 24th June, we said goodbye to our 
exchange student Giorgia Montangana; she has been 
with us for a year and in that time she has embraced 
life at Taree High School with gusto.  She has been an 
active member of the Year 12 fundraising committee. She 
was confident and outgoing, making the most of every 
opportunity Taree High gave her. Ms Alliston came to her 
farewell morning tea, organised by the year 12 cohort and 
presented her with the illustrious THS travel mug!!  She 
will be flying back to Brazil on Sunday the 28th June.

We will miss her!!

We asked Giorgia a few question about her time in 
Austrlian and at THS before you left us. 

Where are you from? Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Can you tell us about your stay in Australia?
It was definitely the best decision I’ve ever made. 
Everything in Australia from the people to the sand at the 
beach is magical. I’d live it all over again. 

What are you going to miss about our 
school? 
The support and receptiveness in Taree High are the 
schools strongest characteristic for me. I’ve met great 
teachers and made friends I’ll have in my heart forever!

What are you looking forward to when you 
return home? 
To see my family and show them what a marvellous 
experience they provided for me and also the food! 
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Get to know our new permanent staff
Kim Sullivan 

Faculty : English 

Previous School : Longreach School of Distance 
Education

Interests / Hobbies : 
My family, walking my doggy, art, yoga, gardening, films

What do you enjoy most about your career?  
Being able to travel and work in unique locations.

How are you finding working at Taree High 
School?  I have felt very welcomed to the THS 
community. Although there have been some challenging 
moments I am enjoying my work and getting to know the 
students and staff.

Brian Raglus 
Faculty : TAS

Previous School : 
Have been teaching since 1987 where took up a position 
in Canberra, then Gunnedah & Wauchope as full time 
positions.

Interests / Hobbies : Sport, Music, Beach plus 
building & designing projects.

What do you enjoy most about your career?  
Helping students extend themselves to create their own 
work, especially at the HSC level, achieving things they 
didn’t believe they could.

How are you finding working at Taree High 
School? 
Some adjustments with being the biggest school I 
have worked at for a while. Interesting Year to kick off 
with, workshops flooring fixed, Covid impact - online 
classrooms, change of other staff in Faculty, getting to 
know other teachers, support staff & students - hope it 
calms down soon.
Looking forward to upgrading the Metal Work Room & 
creating options for the motivated students I have met so 
far.
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Barton Johnston
Faculty : English 

Previous School : Willyama High School, Broken Hill

Interests / Hobbies : 
Reading, writing, guitar, surfing, skating and spending time with 
my family

What do you enjoy most about your career? 
Seeing something new ‘click’ for students, when they find 
themselves able to solve problems that they thought were 
impossible.

How are you finding working at Taree High 
School?
It’s great. Very supportive and welcoming, and I love being so 
close to the ocean again!

Kelsey Wilson - Exchange Teacher
Faculty : English 

Previous School : H.J. Cody High School in Sylvan Lake, 
Alberta, Canada

Interests / Hobbies : Hockey (that’s “ice hockey”), 
basketball, reading, writing, my dog, Dexter Puppy

What do you enjoy most about your career? I 
enjoy that every day is completely different than the last!

How are you finding working at Taree High 
School? : It is much different than Canada!

How do you find living in Old Bar compared to 
your own home town in Canada? I love the fact 
that I can walk to the beach, but I have never lived in a 
colder house! (The irony!).
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Michelle Pellew

Faculty : CAPA

Previous School : Previously worked at Chatham High 
School for 14 years as a Visual Arts and Photography 
teacher.

Interests / Hobbies : Interests in my spare time are 
working on my own artworks when I get the chance. I 
love to work with watercolours. I also love to play my 
ukulele and learn new songs but I’m not very good but 
practice makes perfect! I love being outside in the fresh 
air and often spend my weekends at the beach and 
walking. Travelling is an important part of my life as well 
although it hasn’t been able to happen lately! But soon 
things will in the world will change!

What do you enjoy most about your career? 
The most rewarding thing about being a Visual Arts 
teacher is seeing students succeed and produce artworks 
that they never thought they were capable of.  So 
many students say “I cant draw”.. Art is so much more 
than drawing. I love to think outside the box and teach 
differently outside the box. Unlocking the imagination 
and creativity in students is essential. And when it 
happens...its a moment of “there you are!” And to see 
a smile of a student achieve is the best feeling. I love 
sharing my knowledge and helping students achieve their 
best.

How are you finding working at Taree High 
School? I have absolutely enjoyed my time at Taree High 
School so far even though it has been a very disrupted 
year!!! The students and staff are lovely and supportive 
and the CAPA faculty is a fantastic faculty to work for

Heidi Speers 
Faculty : TAS 

Pervious School? Hastings Secondary College 
Westport Campus 

Interests / Hobbies : Textiles, Arts, Cooking, strange & 
unusual things, Repurchasing/recycling, being me!

What do you enjoy most about your career? The 
students, The impact we can have on others & how we 
learn from each other. 

How are you finding working at Taree High 
School? Great supportive staff and down to earth 
students
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Basketball Court Upgrade 
Here are some updated photos of our basketball courts.  As you can see the top two photos are 
during demolition and the bottom four photos are what the courts currently look like.  Hopefully the 
Courts will be completed for use in Term 3.
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Year 11 & 12 and The Senior Prep Room

The last couple of weeks of the term are always the busiest for our senior students; the majority of 
them will have at least 1 assessment task due, in some cases they can have as many as 5 tasks to 

submit before the next lot of holidays on the 3rd of July.

Ways to get all the work done and handed in on time:

1.	The prep room is always open and available to help them with any subject.

2.	Get HELP from their teacher if they do not know how to do the task or to get 
feedback.

3.	Use the wall planner/calendar handed out in prep, so they can see what tasks are 
due at a glance, to plan and manage their time better.  

4.	Start early; do not leave it until the last minute!

5.	Use prep classes and ‘free periods’ to do tasks.
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E n g l i s h 
Year 10 English with Mrs Fuller took on an extension challenge to study “The Great Gatsby” 
a novel by F Scott Fitzgerald. The story of the book focuses on the young and mysterious 
millionaire Jay Gatsby and his obsession the beautiful Daisy Buchanan. Set in the roaring 
twenties (that’s 1920’s!) the book explores  issues associated with The American Dream of 
opportunity,prosperity and success. In a twist of fate the main character is murdered- which 
set the scene for 10E1’s activity!

Mrs Fuller created a very realistic funeral by: making a coffin, using a dressed up resuscitation 
dummy (thanks PDHPE!) and setting up the classroom as a memorial service.

Students then delivered their assessment- a eulogy to Gatsby at his “funeral”. What a creative 
way to explore literature!
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Creative and performing arts report 

Well, the world might have been isolated for a short while and school life may have been 
temporarily disrupted, but CAPA students have been continuing to flex their creative muscles 
and build their skills across Drama, Music, Photography and Visual Arts.

Now that face-to-face teaching has resumed, The Arts are bringing our students together 
to make sense of the world right now and to build resilience through collaboration, group-
devising, filmmaking, composing, performing, sketching, painting, sculpting, photographing, 
analysing and more! 
We have exciting projects on the horizon so watch this space. In the meantime, here are some 
images of our students in action during the second half of Term Two.

Mrs Corcoran
HT CAPA
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CAPA Report continues
The 9/10 Ceramics 50 Hour elective have glazed their Term 
One amphora and have started making their functional 
clay busts. 
The students were very pleased with the colours of their 
amphorae and also their textured small practise plates. I 
am very pleased with the progress this class have made, 
especially with the delays to schooling and the kiln room 
being refurbished. 

As you can see in the photographs, each student has 
persisted to improve their techniques and skills to resolve 
their artwork to a high level. 

Ms Bennett
Visual Arts Teacher
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Library Times
We certainly missed our students in the library during the online period of study! It’s great to get 
back to normal and see all the friendly faces come into the library.

During the online time of study lots of students accessed the ebooks and audiobooks that Taree 
High School subscribes to. To access this you just download the ePlatform link and look for Taree 
High School then log in using the usual Department of Education login details. The link is also on the 
home page of the School library website (see below – ebooks link in red). Audio books are a great 
distraction on a long car or bus trip…

WorldBook online subscription has also been widely used and Year 7 have been practising creating 
a bibliography using this site. Searching the free web can be frustrating when you are looking for 
the author’s name, date published etc but with WorldBook you get all this information easily. The 
WorldBook online link is also on the library homepage (in blue on right).

Thankfully, we have been able to hold a couple of book club meetings this term. The students that 
come to Book Club are a delight to engage with and they are always bursting with conversation 
and excitement about what they have been reading. Most times we have around 15 members 
in the Year 9/10/11 group and a slightly smaller group for Year 7/8. And I always bring cake! This 
spontaneous photo only contains a handful of the normal membership of Book Clubbers.

(L-R) Sophie Kelleher, Rosalie Wilson, Saffron Williams, Dinara Jayarathna, Declan Glassey, 
Makyah Cusbert.
Mrs Carla Gillis – Teacher Librarian
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SUPPORT UNIT 1 REPORT

SU1 have been writing stories of Super Heroes and Super Villains. It has been really 
interesting with a great deal of vocabulary extension, grammar and correct spelling 
in place.

Super Hero Harley Quinn by Ryan Shakeshaft

Harley Quinn is really crazy, wicked and sly. She is a crazy person with her giant war hammer and her 
baseball bat. It’s very strange to hear, but Harley Quinn really loves hyenas. She has so many tricks 
and with her crew, called Birds of Prey, she gets into a lot of adventures. Also Harley Quinn broke up 
with her boyfriend called ‘The Joker’. Why did she break up?  Well because  The Joker thinks  Harley 
Quinn is very weak. But she is not weak, she is strong and  brave. 

Super Villain Bowser by Rhys Hughes

Bowser is a super villain. He shoots spikes off his back and he also throws ice-balls onto the police 
station roof. That’s how stupid he is! . He steals computers and lunchboxes and he gets extremely 
angry when he is hungry! His grandmother calls that “hangry”. He is a very dangerous villain and 
needs to go to jail. He is very sly because he goes to Mario’s house and tries to kill him. He takes a 
pistol but  he actually doesn’t know how to shoot with it.  Bowser is always sneaky when he steals 
jewellery from his friends and wears them himself, without going to the police station. Well, he can’t 
go to the police station because they would catch him for throwing ice-balls on the police station 
roof. All in all, he is a really stupid super villain!!!! 

Super Villain Duke Nuke by Caleb Devries 

Duke Nuke is a greed, clever, corrupted and cruel alien. Everywhere he walks, objects bounce for 
every step he takes. He steals from people by scamming them. He owns a casino and he scams 
people for their money in the casino. He even gets money from family and friends and noone can 
outsmart him. If you try, he will blow you up with his missile hands. He hates his enemy Vile King 
the Viking because he’s always drunk and drinks all the beer at the casino. He constantly breaks 
everything and he always gets Duke Nuke’s name wrong even though his name is very simple. 
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE & FLOORING! 

chess board / table 

chess board / table 

M-Block new flooringNew tables in b-block

playground table and 
seats new undercover seating 

table tennis new seating at the front 
of school 
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Participants receive up to 
$500 from ANZ in matched 
savings for education costs for 
themselves or their children.

Offered in communities  
across Australia in every  
state and territory.

What is Saver Plus?
A free ten-month savings 
program providing financial 
education, budgeting and 
savings tips.

Delivered by Brotherhood 
of St Laurence, Berry Street,  
The Benevolent Society  
and The Smith Family and  
other local community  
organisations.

* many Centrelink payments are eligible, please contact your local Coordinator for more information.
1  RMIT University, 2018.  A number of Saver Plus program evaluations have been carried out since 2003.  

For more information see anz.com/saverplus

Saver Plus is an initiative of the Brotherhood of St Laurence and ANZ, delivered in partnership with Berry Street, The Benevolent Society and The Smith Family and other local 
community agencies. The program is funded by ANZ and the Australian Government Department of Social Services. Go to www.dss.gov.au for more information.

A Saver Plus Participant’s Journey

Who can join?
Participants must meet all of the below criteria:
• Be 18 years or over
• Have a child at school or starting next year, or attend vocational 

education themselves
• Have regular income from paid employment (themselves or  

their partner)
• Have a current Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card
• Be in receipt of an eligible Commonwealth social security benefit, 

allowance or payment*

Education
Completes the MoneyMinded 
financial education program 

with support from a Saver Plus 
Coordinator

Saving
Opens an ANZ 

Progress Saver account 
and makes regular 

deposits

Goal
Talks to a Saver Plus Coordinator 
from a community organisation 
and, if eligible for the program, 

sets a goal to save a regular 
amount of money over  

10 months

Matching
Reaches savings goal and 

receives matched funds, up 
to $500, for their own  

or their children’s  
education costs

Benefits for participants1

continue to save the 
same amount or more 
3 to 7 years after 
completing the program

87%
were better equipped  
for unexpected 
expenses

78%

reported increased  
self-esteem

had more control over  
their finances

80%88%

How did it start?
Saver Plus began in 2003 as a Brotherhood 
of St Laurence and ANZ pilot program with 
268 participants in three sites across Victoria 
and New South Wales. 

Since then, the program has expanded 
to all Australian states and territories, 
reaching more than 40,000 people, making 
it the largest and longest-running program 
of its kind in the world. 

Since 20031:
40,000+  participants

$23m+  total amount  
saved by participants

$18m+  matched funds  
paid by ANZ

Find out more
1300 610 355
saverplus@bsl.org.au
saverplus.org.au
@SaverPlusAU
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SAVER PLUS INFORMATION

ARE YOU OVER 18?
DO YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO SAVE TOWARDS YOUR CHILDS/OWN 
EDUCATION?

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE UP TO $500 SIMPLY FOR SAVING UP TO $500 
FOR 10 MONTHS?

DO YOU WANT TO GAIN QUICK AND EASY BUDGETING AND SAVINGS TIPS?
DO YOU RECEIVE A COMMONWEALTH SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFIT, 

PAYMENT OR ALLOWANCE AND HAVE A HEALTH CARE CARD OR PENSION 
CARD?

DO YOU HAVE AN INCOME OR RECIEVE CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS 
(INCLUDING PRIVATE COLLECT)?

DO YOU HAVE A CHILD AT SCHOOL/ABOUT TO START SCHOOL OR ARE YOU 
STUDYING YOURSELF?

HAVE YOU NEVER COMPLETED THE SAVER PLUS PROGRAM PRIOR AND 
DOES THIS SOUND INTERESTING?

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE QUESTIONS, JOIN THE SAVER PLUS 
MATCHED SAVINGS AND FINANCIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM TODAY!
How to join the Saver Plus Program?

•	 Fill out an Online Enquiry Form -  https://www.bsl.org.au/saverplus   - your Local Saver Plus Coordinator Claire Rowe 
will make contact

•	  Or contact your Local Saver Plus Coordinator from The Smith Family directly:
Claire Rowe – Mobile:  0438 648 670 / 1300610355 Email: Claire.Rowe@thesmithfamily.com.au

•	 Or complete a Saver Plus Referral Form with your Organisation 
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Saver Plus Referral Form

Details of the REFEREE

Staff Member Name, Position/Role Title, 
Contact Details

Organisation

Are you filling out this form on behalf of someone?      ☐  Yes      ☐  No

Does the person give consent for you to complete this form?
☐  Yes      ☐  No   If no, please 

seek permission

Does this person require any support e.g. a translator? ☐  Yes      ☐  No   Comment:

Contact details of your REFERRAL to Saver Plus

Name (of REFERRAL)  

Suburb/Town of residence Phone

Email 

Preliminary eligibility check
☐ Over 18

☐ Child at school OR in vocational training themselves        

☐ Income from work (them or their partner) OR receiving formal child support payments

☐ First time joining Saver Plus

☐ Health Care Card OR Pensioner Concession Card     

☐ Must be receiving one of these Commonwealth social security benefit, allowance or payment 

ABSTUDY Living Allowance Dad and Partner Pay Parental Leave Pay

Age Pension Disability Support Pension Parenting Payment

Assistance for Isolated Children Family Tax Benefit (Part A) Partner Allowance

Austudy Family Tax Benefit (Part B) Sickness Allowance

Bereavement Allowance Farm Household Allowance Special Benefit

Carer: Allowance, Payment or Supplement JobSeeker Payment (Newstart) Stillborn Baby Payment

Child Disability Assistance Payment Mobility Allowance Widow: Allowance or Pension

Child Care Subsidy Newborn Upfront Payment and 
Newborn Supplement

Youth Allowance (as a student or as a 
jobseeker)

Next steps

Please complete this form and email this form to your local Saver Plus Coordinator: 

Claire Rowe
The Smith Family  E: Claire.Rowe@thesmithfamily.com.au  PH: 0438 648 670
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SPIRIT DAY
3rd July 2020

THS Spirit Day is an initiative first introduced in 2008 by the SRC. Its presence 
on our annual calendar creates a more enjoyable environment within the 

school. It achieves this by breaking down the barriers between students and 
teachers as well as students and their peers, the support unit and mainstream 

students and barriers between different year groups. Spirit Day encourages 
students and teachers to participate, cooperate and support each other in a 

variety of activities while competing in their House groups. More importantly 
though, Spirit Day is a day for FUN!

Our SRC thanks you for your interest, support and involvement. Let’s 
continue to raise school spirit at Taree High School!
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